
“The wilderness and dry land shall be glad; the desert

shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; it shall

blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing …

they shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our

God” ~ Isaiah 35:1-2

There’s a rosemary plant in the courtyard that has

turned from green to brown and back to green three

times in my year and a half at the Chapel of the

Incarnation. While I don’t exactly have a green thumb,

this stubbornly beautiful plant serves as a reminder of

God’s promise found in the words of the Hebrew

prophet Isaiah. God brings life where things have gone

brittle and stale; He mends and heals and makes whole

that which is bruised and damaged by the assaults of a

fallen world in need of rescue. This semester has

reminded me of that verse in Isaiah…God has been

bringing life into dry places around the Chapel, and I’m

so privileged to be a part of that.

As you may know, the term Advent means “coming,”

which is why the Church looks back at the birth of Jesus

Christ. Advent also points us forward to the anticipated

return of Christ when he has promised to make all

things new. As I reflect on all that the Lord has done in

our midst at Chapel of the Incarnation this Fall, I’m

filled with wonder and gratitude for the faces and

names of undergraduate and graduate students, along

with others in our community, who make the Chapel

their spiritual home. They come from a variety of

backgrounds and find welcome, community, and

engaging Christian faith practices.
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Chapel House has become a lively place where

students gather, caffeinate, study, eat, nap, and goof

off – sometimes all at once!    Most of all, they are

connecting to an Advent hope that resurrection, not sin

and death, has the final say. God is doing marvelous

things on University Avenue in Gainesville, and it’s

exciting to get a front row seat to the action! We covet

your prayers of thanksgiving for God’s faithfulness and

prayers of anticipation for what lies ahead in 2020 at

Chapel of the Incarnation. I wish each of you a blessed

Advent and Christmas season!

- Adam

THE CHAPLAIN'S CORNER

ALUMNI TAILGATE
-Alumni Tailgate prior to the Vanderbilt game Nov. 9th

– mailed 280 letters to Episcopal entities and friends,

raised $7,250 in gift donations toward updating the

interior of the Chapel House! A special thank you to All

Saints Episcopal Winter Park and UF Chapel alum Kevin

Keith for becoming our first St. Augustine Guild

members in recognition of their partnership in Gospel

ministry at Incarnation!

We also extend deep gratitude for the Devitt family

who helped beautify our space for visitors (and even

hosted our summer leadership retreat). You are

appreciated and loved by the Chapel House!



MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT

 

What do you like best about the Chapel? Bible study on

Wednesdays! I like how it’s very easy to enter into - you

can ask questions, interact, and share. The open

discussion format is disarming. The way we approach it is

welcoming and entices you to learn more. And, I love the

dinners, of course! There’s something about bringing

people together over a meal that is really refreshing and

personal. I really loved our worship service the first

Sunday of Advent! The way we crushed rosemary to

release the aroma as a way of remembering God’s

promises is something I want to take back to my home

church in Venice! I also really like that during the offering,

we can place sticky notes in the plate as a way to offer

up something to God. That practice connects my faith to

the rest of my life. I also really appreciate the retreats we

do with the ministry at FSU because it reminds me how

connected we are in faith to others.

How has your faith grown at the Chapel?  I think I have

been growing in overall confidence in my faith this year.

You grow up in a church and think you have your faith and

then leave and realize that I have to make this faith my

own. Coming to a large university where people come

from so many different faith traditions, there’s a lot of

different people and things out there. I’ve had the

opportunity to engage the bigger questions, like asking

myself, “What do I believe?” College gives you the

freedom to wrestle with doubts and allow my perspective

to change. My first year at UF was primarily listening and

exploring, but this second year has allowed me to listen to

myself and own my upbringing. Chapel of the Incarnation

is such a welcoming environment and has helped me

realize just how thankful I was to grow up in the Episcopal

Church. I’ve found a great community of belonging at the

Chapel, and others have too!

Follow us on Instagram and Twitter: @ufchapelhouse 

 
 

FALL 2019 AT A GLANCE
-Average Fall Sunday worship attendance: 38 

-Different churches brought and shared dinners (let

Rev. Adam know if your parish is interested in providing

a meal during Spring semester!)

-2 youth groups from Orlando & Jacksonville

participated in student-led campus tours and saw up

close what growing in faith can look like while in

college.

-Wednesday Bible Study & Dinner average attendance:

23

-Fall ministry partnership – Hope Meals UF (Chapel

House provided space and volunteered throughout the

fall semester to provide over 200 brown sack meals for

a local homeless camp on a bi-weekly basis)

- New Neighbors! We welcomed 2 UF organizations

into their brand-new buildings right next door in

November. The Institute for Black Culture and the

Institute for Latin & Hispanic Culture had ribbon cutting

ceremonies that our students attended and brought

home-made muffins and Chapel House mugs and t-

shirts to welcome them to the block. We are grateful to

be a part of the vibrant cultural and communal life at

University of Florida! Pray with us for relationships and

opportunities to love our neighbors well.

Jenny White

UF Sophomore

From - Venice, FL

St. Mark's Episcopal

Major - Communication

Sciences and Disorders

How did you find the Chapel? I came to a couple

events during Welcome Week as a freshman (last year). I

attended the Sunday worship service and dinner

afterwards and met some great people! I joined Theta

Alpha Christian Sorority and their chapter meetings

were on Sunday evenings during the worship service. I

attended some local churches with friends during

freshman year, but couldn’t find a sense of community. I

was delighted when the sorority meetings moved to

Mondays, allowing me to reconnect at Chapel of the

Incarnation! The personal experience of the liturgy and

weekly communion was refreshing and reminded me of

what I had been missing my freshman year. I’ve gotten

involved this Fall and am loving it!


